To Mr. Donkin. Aufthorpe, 29th July 1788,

I have received a particular account from Mr. Pickernell of our very difagreeable
misfortune, and find it no ways more flattering than I had reafon to expeét from the con-
tents of your letter. 'What 1 moft blame myfelf for is, in not ordering every pier to be
fecured, not only with the girdle courfe complete, but with the flopes of rubble ftones
brought up againft it, before another pier was laid on the bed of the river 5 becaufe,
potwithftanding what has happened, had the foundations been fecured, and finifhed off
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in the manfier 1 had intended and propofed; before winter, 1 am fully fatisfied this. difafter
would not have happened. ' As it was, I was willing to puth on the work in the prime
of the feafon, and confiding in the natural ftrength and compattnefs of the gravel bottom,
1 could not have fuppofed fo mucl derang would have happened in the courfe of
¢wo o three fummer frefhes. 1 hope I fhall not find matters irretrievable.




