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M y th re e  ye ar te rm  of office  as Pre side nt of 
th is illustrious Socie ty is now  draw ing to a 
close . Th e re  h ave  be e n m any ple asurable  
occasions, not le ast th e  annual Pre side nt’s 
Eve ning and th e  Annive rsary m e e ting w h ich  
h ave  afforde d th e  opportunity for convivial 
conve rsation w ith  fe llow  m e m be rs. It h as 
be e n an e norm ous privile ge  to ch air th e  
m onth ly m e e tings and to h e ar such  a dive rse  
range  of spe ak e rs.

H ow e ve r, it h asn’t all be e n plain sailing. In-
e vitably proble m s h ave  arise n, including th e  
difficult de cision to raise  th e  annual subscrip-
tion, w h ich  h ave  re q uire d spe cial m e e tings of 
Council and th e  Exe cutive . Tw o issue s in par-
ticular h ave  be e n ve ry tim e -consum ing. O ne  
is th e  bid for H e ritage  Lotte ry funding for 
th e  Gre at North  M use um  proje ct, th e  succe ss-
ful outcom e  of w h ich  is lik e ly to affe ct th e  
location of th e  Socie ty’s h e adq uarte rs, and 
of its Library w h ich  re m ains its m ost im port-
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Th e  Socie ty of Antiq uarie s  of Ne w castle  upon 
Tyne  is  one  of th e  country’s  olde st antiq uarian 
socie tie s, founde d in 1813. We  h ave  a re gular 
program m e  of lecture s and events, a learne d 
journal, a library, and collections h ouse d  in 
s eve ral m use um s around th e  re gion. We  also 
lease  th e  Castle  Ke e p and th e  Black  Gate  
from  th e  City Council.

Subjects for our m onth ly lecture s ne xt ye ar 
range  from  th e  h istory and arch ae ology of 
Rom an Britain, to local connections w ith  th e  
Battle  of Trafalgar, and 20th  ce ntury coastal 
de fe nce s . During th e  sum m e r m onth s, th e re  
are  Country M e etings – vis its to place s of 
inte re st by coach  – and  Country Walk s. 

Eve ry ten ye ars, th e  Socie ty organise s  a 
w e e k -long H adrian’s Wall Pilgrim age  in con-
junction w ith  th e  Arch ae ological and 
Antiq uarian Socie ty of Cum be rland and We st-
m oreland, at th e  oth e r e nd of th e  Wall. 

As w ell as th is tw ice -yearly New sbulletin, th e  
Society h as an academ ic journal, Arch aeologia 
Aeliana, and publish e s occasional m onograph s. 

Th e  Society’s book s, th irty th ousand volum e s 
or m ore , are  h ouse d in th e  Library at th e  Black  
Gate . O pening h ours are  Wed 2–4pm , Th ur 
5–7pm  and Sat 10am –12 noon. Volunte e rs to 
h elp out are  alw ays w elcom e . O ur collections, 
once in th e  Black  Gate Museum , are  now  m ainly 
in th e  Muse um  of Antiq u itie s, th e  Bagpipe  
Muse um  at Morpe  th , and th e  Castle  Ke e p.

Contact th e  M em be rs h ip Secretary for 
m ore  inform ation at Th e  Black  Gate , 
Ne w castle  upon Tyne , NE1 1RQ, ph one  019 1 
261 539 0. O ur e -m ail addre s s  is  
adm in@ new castle -antiq uarie s.org.uk , and our 
w ebsite  is w w w .new castle -antiq uarie s.org.uk

W H O W E ARE AND W H AT W E DO

Be ryl Ch arlton, our outgoing Pre s id e nt

M ESSAGE FROM  TH E PRESIDENT



2

ant asse t. Th e  se cond is th e  unce rtain future  
of th e  Ch antry in M orpe th , w h ich  h ouse s 
th e  Socie ty’s colle ction of bagpipe s.

O n th e  oth e r h and, th e re  h ave  be e n m any 
positive  ach ie ve m e nts. Th e  Socie ty now  h as 
its ow n w e b site . Arch ae ologia Ae liana is pro-
duce d annually and offe rs outstanding value  
for m one y. Th e  ne w  ge ne ral le afle t h as be e n 
w e ll re ce ive d and one  for th e  Black  Gate  w ill 
be  out ne xt ye ar. O btaining funding for th e  
Arch ive s for All proje ct w as a tre m e ndous 
pie ce  of good fortune . Th e  w ork  of cata-
loguing th e  colle ctions w ill continue  long 
afte r th e  funds run out in De ce m be r 2004.

Th e  re vise d H andbook  to th e  R om an Wall 
is w e ll unde r w ay, courte sy of our m e m be r 
Profe ssor David Bre e ze . It w ill be  publish e d 
unde r th e  auspice s of th e  Socie ty, Th e  annu-
al R e se arch  Days h ave  prove d e xtre m e ly 
popular. Country M e e tings and Country 
Walk s h ave  be e n re asonably w e ll supporte d. 
At th e  Castle  Ke e p, th e  installation of a virtual 
re ality tour h as provide d an e sse ntial facility 
for th e  le ss able .

M e m be rs m ay not fully appre ciate  h ow  de -
m anding it is on office rs, Council, staff and 
finance s to e nsure  th at our com ple x and am bi-
tious Socie ty, approach ing its tw o h undre dth  
annive rsary, re m ains afloat and th riving. 
W ith  th is in m ind I sh ould lik e  to pay tribute  
to e ve ryone  w h o h as h e lpe d m e  w e ath e r th e  
sq ualls and e njoy th e  calm e r w ate rs of th e  
past th re e  ye ars. I ask  th at m y succe ssor re -
ce ive s th e  sam e  m e asure  of support and 
loyalty as I h ave  h ad.

Be ryl Ch arlton

O n 10th  Nove m be r, th e  Socie ty m anage d to 
acq uire  one  of th e  m ost fam ous se ts of 
North um brian sm all pipe s in e xiste nce  at an 
auction at Soth e by’s. W e  ow e  m any th ank s to 
th e  V& A Purch ase  Grant Fund w h ich  ge ne r-
ously gave  a 50% grant.

Th e  se t w as m ade  by innovative  
pipe m ak e r Joh n Dunn (1764− 1820) as a 
pre se nt for Duk e ’s Pipe r Joh n Pe acock  
(1755− 1817). Th e  gift w as re corde d by an e n-
grave d inscription on th e  drone  m ount in th e  
h and of Th om as Be w ick , date d 179 7. Th e re  
is a draw ing of th e m  in Th e  North um brian 

Bagpipe s (19 67) by Cock s and Bryan.
Th e  Colle ctions Com m itte e  be cam e  aw are  

in O ctobe r th at th e  pipe s w e re  com ing up for 
auction, and agre e d to tak e  ste ps to e nsure  
th e y staye d in th e  re gion A m ajor obstacle  to 
se curing funding, h ow e ve r, w as th e  unce rtain 
future  of M orpe th ’s Ch antry, h om e  of our 
bagpipe  colle ction. Castle  M orpe th  Borough  
Council h ad launch e d a consultation proce ss 
in th e  sum m e r prom pte d by th e  Ch ie f Exe cut-
ive ’s avow e d de sire  to re place  th e  bagpipe  
m use um , Tourist Inform ation Ce ntre  and 
craft ce ntre  w ith  a m ore  com m e rcial tourist 
attraction (ah e m !). H ow e ve r, afte r fre nzie d 
trouble sh ooting, w e  w e re  able  to re assure  
grant-give rs th at it w as a case  of “busine ss as 
usual”, and th e  pipe s w e re  duly acq uire d dur-
ing a nail-biting m orning.

It is inte nde d to display th e  pipe s as soon 
as possible  at th e  Ch antry, th ough  th e y w ill ul-
tim ate ly re q uire  conside rable  conse rvation 
w ork . Sadly, th e  original ch ante r is m issing, a 
fact re corde d by Cock s in 19 33.

Kim  Bibby-W ilson

Th e  first m e e ting of 2005, on January 26th , 
w ill be  th e  Annive rsary m e e ting and as usual, 
w e  w ill be  h aving a social e ve ning afte r th e  
le cture . It w ill be  h e ld in th e  Wood M e m orial 
H all on th e  first floor of th e  M ining Institute  
w h e re  th e  le cture s are  h e ld. Th e re  w ill be  
food, drink , and good com pany! Donations 
of food for th e  buffe t w ill be  ve ry w e lcom e  −  
ple ase  contact m e  on 019 1 285 5303 to say 
w h at you are  bringing. We  w ill also be  re q ue st-
ing a sm all donation, around £1, from  
anyone  w h o h as a glass of w ine .

Fre da Th om pson

Th e  2005 Pre side nt’s Eve ning w ill be  h e ld at 
Saltw e ll Tow e rs in Saltw e ll Park , Gate sh e ad 
on Friday 29 th  June  at 7.30 pm . Th e  h ouse  is 
a Goth ic m ansion built be tw e e n 1850 and 
1862. It w as th e  h om e  of W illiam  Waile s, m as-
te r of staine d glass. Th e  park  contains a rich  
m ixture  of arch ite cture , stunning landscape s, 

IN TH E BAG!

JANUARY SOCIAL EVENING
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and w ate r fe ature s. Joh n H ancock , founde r 
of th e  H ancock  M use um , de signe d th e  lak e  
in th e  Park . Both  th e  Park  and th e  Tow e rs 
h ave  unde rgone  a 5 ye ar re storation −  in 
fact, m ore  a transform ation, as anyone  w h o 
h as not visite d for a w h ile  w ill se e .

De tails and book ing form  w ill be  in th e  
Spring m ailing.

Fre da Th om pson

H orsley M em orial Lecture
Th e  2005 H orsle y Le cture r, at our m e e ting 
in Nove m be r, w ill be  Dr Carol van Drie l M ur-
ray of th e  Unive rsity of Am ste rdam . Th e  R e v 
Joh n H orsle y (1684− 1732) w as auth or of th e  
th re e -volum e  Britannia Rom ana, publish e d 
th re e  m onth s afte r h is de ath  in 1732. Th e  le c-
ture  se rie s as an institution de ve lope d from  a 
com m e m oration of th e  bi-ce nte nary in 19 32, 
and H orsle y Le cture s are  now  give n e ve ry 
te n ye ars. Th e  H orsle y Le cture r is alw ays a 
first-rate  sch olar, and th e  te xt is publish e d 
th e re afte r in AA. M ore  about th e  spe ak e r 
and th e  e ve nt in th e  ne xt issue .

Oth e r lecture s in 2005
Th e re  is a strong R om an th e m e  to th e  ye ar 
to support th e  H orsle y Le cture , w ith  Paul Bid-
w e ll re vie w ing re ce nt w ork  on H adrian’s 
Wall, Andre w  Birle y on Vindolanda −  too 
long abse nt from  th is program m e  −  and Pro-
fe ssor R oge r W ilson spe ak ing about th e  
trade  in anim als for th e  are na. 

We  w ill also be  com m e m orating th e  200th  
annive rsary of Trafalgar. M ax Adam s w ill 
spe ak  on Adm iral Collingw ood and Dr Le s 
H e pple  on th e  w ay th e  battle  w as m ark e d at 
Sw arland. 

In th e  re st of th e  program m e , Dr Ch ris Bur-
ge ss w ill spe ak  on building traditions in 
w e ste rn Scotland w h ile , close r to h om e , Dav-
id H e slop e xplore s a site  off th e  coast at 
Culle rcoats; R oge r Th om as spe ak s on h is sur-
ve y of coastal artille ry de fe nce s of th e  20th  
ce ntury; and Dr Aron M aze l w ill sh ow  th e  
com pute r arch ive  of North um be rland rock  
art w h ich  h e  h as de ve lope d w ith  Stan Be ck -
e nsall. Not le ast, w e  k e e p up w ith  th e  
continuing w ork  at Bam burgh  w h e n Sarah  
Grove s spe ak s about th e  ce m e te ry and con-
side rs its w ide r se tting.

I h ope  th at th e re  w ill be  inte re st for 
e ve rybody in th is m ix. Th ank s again to all 
w h o h ave  assiste d in th e  indoor m e e tings pro-
gram m e  during 2004.

Colm  O ’Brie n
Indoor M e etings Secretary

A ne w  w e bsite , re se arch e d and w ritte n by 
our m e m be rsh ip se cre tary Sarah  Walte r, w ill 
give  th e  public th e  ch ance  to se e  w ork s by 
th e  naturalist and artist-craftsm an Th om as 
Be w ick , e ngrave r of th e  Socie ty’s se al. Th e  
Discove ring Be w ick  digitisation proje ct 
brings toge th e r a re pre se ntative  se le ction of 
nearly tw o h undre d Be w ick  and Be w ick -related 
e ngravings, draw ings, paintings, w oodblock s 

Th e  ne w ly re store d Saltw ell Tow e rs; Ph oto; Sue  
Ward

INDOOR M EETINGS 2005
TH OM AS BEW ICK PROJECT

‘A Cat at Bay’ w ood e ngraving by Be w ick , cour-
te sy of Ne w castle  City Library (Pease  
Collection)
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and coppe rplate s from  th e  Pe ase  colle ction, 
City Library Ne w castle  and Laing Art Gal-
le ry. Click  on to 
w w w .tw m use um s.org.uk /discove ringbe w ick  
to se e  som e  re ally inte re sting im age s. Som e  
w ill be  fam iliar, w h ile  oth e rs are  sh ow n now  
for th e  first tim e .

Since  w e  starte d officially on Sunde rland on 
1 Se pte m be r, w e  h ave  be e n se tting up our 
Sunde rland office  and database , and m ak ing 
local contacts, as w e ll as m uch  source -se arch -
ing. Dr Gw e nda M organ, se conde d from  th e  
Unive rsity of Sunde rland, is w ork ing on 18th  
ce ntury social h istory, w h ile  assistant e ditor 
Dr Ch ristine  Ne w m an continue s h e r re -
se arch  on m e die val Sunde rland. We ’re  
look ing forw ard to re ce iving a contribution 
from  Prof. R ose m ary Cram p about Anglo-
Saxon M onk w e arm outh . Dr M aure e n 
M e ik le  is w riting h e r contribution on M onk -
w e arm outh  and Bish opw e arm outh , up to th e  
cre ation of Sunde rland parish  in 1719 . Arch i-
te ctural re se arch  w ill start soon, and in th e  
Ne w  Ye ar, a volunte e rs’ program m e .

I h ave  be e n conce ntrating on m ate rial be y-
ond th e  local re positorie s. Significant finds 
include  a pe tition obje cting to th e  Aire  and 
Calde r navigation sch e m e  in 169 8, signe d by 
m ore  th an 700 coal fitte rs and oth e r trade s-
m e n of Sunde rland, w h ich  be tw e e n us w e ’ve  
locate d in th e  H ouse  of Lords R e cord O f-
fice ; also som e  ve ry inte re sting e arly (and 
late r) plans of th e  rive r and h arbour, Som e  
of th e se  are  in th e  H ydrograph ic O ffice  in 
Taunton, w h ich  I w ould h e artily re com m e nd 
to anyone  w ork ing on th e  h istory of a port. 
O th e r m ate rial on th e  building of th e  h ar-
bour is in th e  Institution of Civil Engine e rs’ 
arch ive s. 

I h ave  also succe e de d in obtaining a grant 
of £3,000 from  th e  M arc Fitch  Fund to start 
an online  bibliograph y of north -e ast article s. 
Th is involve s digitising a card inde x w ith  ap-
prox 7,500 e ntrie s, w h ich  w as produce d by a 
M anpow e r Se rvice s Com m ission sch e m e  in 
th e  e arly 19 80s, supe rvise d by Grah am  Potts 
at th e  Unive rsity of Sunde rland. We  are  look -
ing to h ave  th is done  in about six m onth s, 
and h ope  th e n to e xte nd and update  th e  con-

te nt. Th is is lik e ly to be  of use  to anyone  inte r-
e ste d in th e  h istory of th e  north -e ast, or 
inde e d be yond th e  re gion. 

Gill Cook son

Afte r th re e  succe ssful outings in 2004, our 
first outing for 2005, on 7th  M ay h e ads back  
to th e  Ede n valle y, aim ing to se e  som e  forti-
fie d m e die val h ouse s adapte d as rural h om e s 
and w ork ing farm s. Yanw ath , ove rlook ing a 
ford on th e  Eam ont starte d as a sturdy 14th -
ce ntury tow e r, adde d a 15th -ce ntury h all w ith  
a m agnifice nt k ing-post roof, and th e n ac-
q uire d civilise d 16th -ce ntury plaste rw ork  and 
w indow s. It is one  of We stm orland’s m ost im -
portant se m i-fortifie d h ouse s. Le ss 
w e ll-k now n is H ow gill Castle , w h ich  look s 
lik e  a se date  Ge orgian h om e  until you ge t to 
th e  astonish ing inte rior. W e  also call at 
Clifton Tow e r and Brough am  H all.

O n 9 th  July w e  h e ad for th e  Te e s, princip-
ally to se e  one  of th e  North ’s state lie st 
h om e s, R ok e by H all, built 1725− 30 by its e n-
te rprising young ow ne r. Sir Th om as 
R obinson late r faile d as a colonial gove rnor 
but e arne d a re putation both  as m an of fash -
ion and ge ntle m an arch ite ct. H is Palladian 
re side nce  h as fine  inte riors, furniture  and pic-
ture s. W e  sh all also visit R om an re m ains at 
Pie rce bridge  and Iron Age  ram parts at Stan-
w ick , as w e ll as at le ast one  rive rside  ch urch . 

DURH AM  VCH  PROJECT

COUNTRY M EETINGS, 2005

Cock e rm outh  Castle , one  of th e  s ite s  vis ite d by 
th e  Antiq uarie s  during th e  May outing in 2004; 
Ph oto Sue  Ward
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Th e  3rd Se pte m be r outing h e ads north  of 
th e  Borde r to th e  de ligh tful Paxton H ouse . It 
w as built (w ith  m uch  Adam  involve m e nt) 
only th irty ye ars afte r R ok e by, but its inte ri-
ors re pre se nt a furth e r sixty ye ars of 
ch anging fash ion. Th e re  is a notable  picture  
colle ction, for th e  h ouse  is an outstation of 
th e  Scottish  National Galle ry, and m ost at-
tractive  grounds running dow n to th e  Tw e e d. 
O th e r place s to be  visite d e n route  include  
th e  m use um  at Eye m outh  (social h istory, e s-
pe cially of th e  fish ing fle e t) and th e  priory at 
Coldingh am . 

Th e  book ing form  w ill be  include d in th e  
M arch  m ailing, or contact Tom  Corfe  (20 
H udsh aw  Garde ns, H e xh am  NE46 1H Y; te l: 
01434 603562; E-m ail tom .corfe @ uk on-
line .co.uk

In O ctobe r I w e lcom e d 27 ne w  m e m be rs for 
an e ve ning in th e  Socie ty’s h e adq uarte rs at 
th e  Black  Gate , including one  w h o h ad com e  
all th e  w ay from  Glanton ne ar Woole r. As h e  
w as a non-drive r, th e  journe y involve d trave l-
ling by car, courte sy of h is w ife , to Alnm outh  
Station, th e n tak ing th e  train to Ne w castle  – 
re turning th e  sam e  w ay. H e  w ill only be  able  
to ge t to future  m onth ly m e e tings if th e  5.00 
train from  London continue s to stop at Al-
nm outh !

O ur se cre tary, Dr Nick  H odgson, and 
Arch ae ologia Ae liana’s production e ditor, R o-
ge r Fe rn, w e re  on h and to answ e r q ue stions. 
Th e n th e  Librarian, De nis Pe e l, gave  m e m -
be rs a conducte d tour of th e  library and 
talk e d about th e  h istory of th e  library. It w as 
starte d m ainly by m e m be rs’ donations in 
1813, and w as h ouse d in th e  Ke e p from  1848 
to 19 08 w h e n it w as m ove d to th e  Black  
Gate . It h as now  grow n to th irty th ousand 
volum e s, w ith  its stre ngth  lying in th e  pe riod-
ical runs re ce ive d by e xch ange  for 
Arch ae ologia Ae liana or by purch ase  from  
lik e  m inde d Socie tie s in th e  UK and Europe . 

O ur Ke e pe r of Coins, Gil Gilm our, put on 
a display of coins and tok e ns from  th e  e xte ns-
ive  colle ction. Any part of th e  colle ction m ay 
be  vie w e d by m e m be rs on application to th e  
Ke e pe r of Coins. th ough  th e  m ore  valuable  
ite m s are  k e pt in th e  bank , and th e  im port-

ant Gre e k  colle ction is at pre se nt in th e  Brit-
ish  M use um  be ing pre pare d for publication 
in a volum e  of th e  Sylloge  of Coins. 

I do h ope  all ne w  m e m be rs now  fe e l suffi-
cie ntly e ncourage d to m ak e  use  of th e  
Socie ty’s colle ctions and facilitie s in th e  
Black  Gate . Th ank s to David H ide , Fre da 
Th om pson and Kay Sim pson for putting on 
th e  bar and buffe t

Be ryl Ch arlton

As announce d in th e  last Ne w s Bulle tin, th e  
De partm e nt of Arch ae ology at th e  Uni-
ve rsity of Durh am , are  h olding a confe re nce  
on April 16− 17, 2005, on Canon W illiam  
Gre e nw e ll and h is conte m porarie s: Th e  h is-
tory of British  arch ae ology in th e  nine te e nth  
and e arly tw e ntie th  ce nturie s. It w ill run 
from  9 .30 to 5.00 on Saturday, and 9 .30 to 
1.00 on Sunday. Th e re  w ill be  a re ce ption in 
th e  M onk s’ Dorm itory in Durh am  Cath e dral 
on th e  Saturday nigh t. 

Th e  life  and w ork  of W illiam  Gre e nw e ll 
provide s a focus for th is e ve nt. Gre e nw e ll 
w as a prom ine nt antiq uarian, arch ae ologist 
and h istorian, a k e e n colle ctor and fam ous 

NEW  M EM BERS’ EVENING

GREENW ELL CONFERENCE

Canon Gre e nw ell −  picture  courte sy of 
Durh am  Cath e dral
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fish e rm an. Gre e nw e ll and h is pe e rs w ork e d 
on subje cts ranging from  th e  tools of th e  
Stone  Age , th e  barrow s of th e  Bronze  Age , 
Ancie nt Gre e k  coins, Anglo-Saxon sculpture , 
and m e die val arch ite cture .

W e  are  de ligh te d to w e lcom e  Profe ssor 
Tim  M urray from  La Trobe  Unive rsity, Aus-
tralia, as our k e ynote  spe ak e r. O th e r pape rs 
h ave  be e n offe re d by R ose m ary Sw e e t, au-
th or of th e  re ce nt book  Antiq uarie s, on th e  
back ground conte xt to Gre e nw e ll’s e ra; by Al-
e xandrina Buch anan on Gre e nw e ll’s 
pione e ring w ork  on th e  arch ite ctural h istory 
of Durh am  Cath e dral; by M ark  Bow de n, e x-
pe rt on th e  fam ous antiq uarian, Ge ne ral 
Pitt-R ive rs and by a range  of oth e r re se arch e rs.

For m ore  inform ation, or if you w ould lik e  
to subm it a pape r, ple ase  contact Dr. Anne  
O ’Connor at canon.gre e n-
w e ll@ durh am .ac.uk . or at Gre e nw e ll 
O rganising Com m itte e : De partm e nt of Ar-
ch ae ology, Unive rsity of Durh am , South  
R oad, Durh am  DH 1 3LE

Th e re  w ill be  a ch arge  of £10.00 for de le g-
ate s, w ith  a re duce d rate  of £6 for stude nts. 
You w ill ne e d to find your ow n lunch , and w e  
are  ask ing for a contribution of £3.00 to-
w ards th e  re ce ption. 

Editor’s note;
Canon Gre e nw e ll w as first e le cte d a m e m be r 
of th e  Socie ty 3 June  1845, and w as Vice -Pre s-
ide nt from  189 0− 19 18. For full de tails of h is 
life , se e  ’M e m oir of th e  R e v. W illiam  Gre e n-
w e ll, DCL, FR S, FSA, a Vice -Pre side nt’, 
Arch ae ologia Ae liana 3rd Se rie s, Vol. XV 
(19 18), pp. 1− 21, by JC H odgson. 

De tails from  Barbara H arbottle ’s adm ir-
able  database  of Socie ty m e m be rs −  se e  th e  
ne xt article .

Th e  Ce nte nary Volum e  of Arch ae ologia Ae li-
ana (3rd se rie s Vol. X (19 13)) include s a 
’Ch ronological List of O rdinary M e m be rs 
1813-19 13’ as w e ll as se ve ral oth e r ve ry use -
ful article s conce rning th e  Socie ty and its 
h istory. It occurre d to m e  re ce ntly th at th e re  
w as no e asy w ay of look ing up m e m be rs e le c-
te d since  19 13, since  th e re  is no single  source  
of inform ation, and th at it w ould be  use ful to 

cre ate  such  a database . I h ave  th e re fore  star-
te d doing th is, and h ave  got as far as 19 70.

Th e  database , on M icrosoft Acce ss, h as 
be e n de signe d by Ke ith  Gilroy of th e  
North um be rland R e cord O ffice , w ith  fie lds 
agre e d by Sally Bird, Sue  Wood and m yse lf. 
It e xists at pre se nt on m y PC, and on a CD in 
th e  R e cord O ffice . W h ile  th e  Council of th e  
Socie ty is aw are  of its e xiste nce  w e  h ave  h ad 
no discussion as to its future  use  and m ainte n-
ance , and it is th e re fore  not available  for 
public consultation. I am , h ow e ve r, w illing to 
answ e r th e  occasional e -m aile d q ue stion, 
th ough  you sh ould be ar in m ind th at th e  q ual-
ity and q uantity of inform ation available  is 
not brilliant.

We  h ave  ask e d som e  ve ry basic q ue stions 
viz. surnam e , first nam e , title , de gre e s and 
aw ards, date , county and place  of birth , ad-
dre ss(e s), occupation, date  of e le ction, date  
of re signation or de ath , office s h e ld, re fe r-
e nce s to bibliograph y, m e m oir and source  of 
inform ation, and Ke ith  w as k e e n to h ave  
space  for a portrait if anyone  e ve r h as tim e  
to scan it in. M any of th e se  fie lds don’t ge t 
fille d in be cause  th e  inform ation is not avail-
able , so th e  ave rage  m e m be r ge ts little  m ore  
th an w h at h e /sh e  put on th e ir original m e m -
be rsh ip application form .

From  19 13 to 19 56 th e  e le ctions of 
m e m be rs w e re  publish e d in Proce e dings, 
plus notice s of de ath s, little  m e m oirs, and a 
ce rtain am ount of ch itch at. W h e n H e rbe rt 
H one ym an die d Proce e dings w e re  abolish e d, 
and I h ad to m ove  to using th e  m inute s of 
th e  ordinary m e e tings, not difficult as th e  
m inute  book s are  am ong th e  Socie ty’s adm in-
istrative  pape rs in th e  R e cord O ffice . Th e se  
h ow e ve r list only th e  e le ctions of m e m be rs, 
and th e re  is no additional inform ation. And, 
be fore  you rush  to look  at th e m , Council h as 
agre e d th at, for re asons of confide ntiality, ac-
ce ss to th e se  pape rs sh ould be  re stricte d, and 
th e y are  subje ct to a 75 ye ar e m bargo.

Barbara H arbottle , barbara.h arbottle@ vir-
gin.net 

SANT M EM BERSH IP DATABASE
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150 m e m be rs m e t at Brunsw ick  M e th odist 
Ch urch  on 9 th  O ctobe r for a day’s discussion 
on th e  arch ae ology of pre h istoric North um -
be rland 

As an introduction, Pe nny Spik ins ale rte d 
us to th e  am ount of se ttle m e nt e vide nce  to 
be  found in coastal are as in ge ne ral.  Th e  
North  East coast is lik e ly to be  particularly 
rich  in th e se  site s be cause  of th e  nature  of 
our coastal sh e lf and th e  le ngth  of se ttle m e nt 
at e ach  site . Sh e  also gave  us an e nte rtaining 
de scription of th e  popular pre ss re action to 
th e  discove ry of a pre h istoric se ttle m e nt on 
th e  se abe d off Tyne m outh , w h ich  com -
m e nce d w ith  th e  announce m e nt of a 
pre h istoric Atlantis and e nde d w ith  draw ings 
of a purporte d volcanic basin in th e  vicinity 
of th e  m e tro station.

M ich ae l Toole y provide d us w ith  a h ydrolo-
gic fram e w ork  for all of th e  day’s spe ak e rs, 
and argue d strongly for h is vie w s on ch ange s 
in se a le ve ls.

M oving inland a little , Clive  Waddington 
brough t e ve ryone  up to date  on th e  findings 
from  H ow ick  w h ile  Ste ve  Spe ak  took  us 
firm ly onto dry land w ith  an ove rvie w  of se ttle -
m e nt e vide nce  for th e  North um be rland are a 
in ge ne ral. 

R ob Young of North um bria National Park  
finish e d th e  day by introducing us to a study 
of Lindisfarne , w h ich  de m onstrate d h abita-
tion in sm all se ttle m e nts, dating from  
pre h istoric tim e s th rough  to th e  te nth  ce n-
tury.  A live ly de bate  be tw e e n R ob Young 
and Clive  Waddington sh ow e d just h ow  
m uch  e ne rgy and e nth usiasm  h ad be e n ge ne r-
ate d by th e  day. Th e  discussion w ould 
probably still be  going on h ad th e  care tak e r 
not de m ande d th e  h all back .

M any th ank s to e ve ryone  w h o w ork e d so 
h ard to arrange  th e  day and w h o provide d 
th e  practical support th at m ade  e ve ryth ing 
run so sm ooth ly.

Rosie  Se rd iville

Tyne  and We ar’s H istoric Environm e nt R e -
cord (H ER ), cove ring inform ation on all 
sorts of h istoric site s, is a public re cord ope n 
to all. Fe w  pe ople  are  aw are  of just h ow  
m uch  inform ation it h olds, or h ow  it can be  
use d. SITELINES is an e xciting ne w  proje ct 
involving Tyne  and We ar M use um s, Ne w -
castle  City Council and th e  M use um  of 
Antiq uitie s. It aim s to m ak e  th e  re cord m ore  
acce ssible  to e ve ryone  inte re ste d in th e  h is-
tory and arch ae ology of th is re gion. We  are  
busy cre ating an online  Inte rne t database  of 
all site s in th e  re cord, and a corre sponding 
w e bsite , providing th e m e d page s re le vant to 
th e  re gion and of dire ct inte re st to th e  local 
com m unity.

As part of th e  large r proje ct, w e  are  pro-
m oting th e  use  of th e  H ER  w ith in e ducation. 
We  h ave  cre ate d and pilote d a “M e diae val 
Trail”, w ith  pupils from  We llfie ld M iddle  
Sch ool in M onk se aton. Ele ve n- and tw e lve -
ye ar-olds w e re  ask e d to re se arch  a num be r 
of m e diae val site s w ith in Ne w castle  on th e  
database . Th e y th e n h ad a day out ’on th e  

2005 RESEARCH  DAY H ISTORIC ENVIRONM ENT ON-LINE 
−  TH E SITELINES PROJECT

Group pre s e ntation at Black  Gate  as part of 
Siteline s ’ M e diaeval Trail w ith  sch oolch ildren
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trail’ th rough  Ne w castle , spotting th e  particu-
lar site s on th e  w ay. 

Th e  proje ct h as also w ork e d w ith  local 
h istory groups in th e  H ough ton-le -Spring 
are a, and w e  are  k e e n to be  in touch  w ith  oth -
e r groups. If you are  look ing for a spe ak e r 
for a group you are  involve d, w h y not ask  our 
Proje ct Education O ffice r to com e  along and 
talk  about it, and give  you a de m onstration 
of h ow  th e  w e bsite  w ork s.

W ill Grah am
Arch aeology Education O ffice r, Siteline s Project 
w illiam .grah am @ tw m use um s.org.u k , 019 1 
236 9 347 or m obile  079 0 1838122

Sadly, Tom  Ch adw in h as h ad to ste p dow n 
from  running our w e bsite  and sitting on th e  
Council and th e  Publications Sub-Com m it-
te e , as h e  h as a ne w  job in H e xh am  – th ough  
h e  is going to carry on volunte e ring to h e lp 
w ith  de ve lopm e ntal w ork .

M any th ank s to Tom  for all th e  w ork  h e  
h as done , and be st w ish e s in h is ne w  role .

Roge r Fe rn

Just in case  our ow n m e e tings h ave  not satis-
fie d your appe tite  for antiq uarian le cture s, 
h e re  are  a fe w  note s about m e e tings be ing 
h e ld by oth e r groups in e arly 2005. Contact 
th e  socie tie s th e m se lve s for m ore  de tails, and 
for inform ation on h ow  to join.

Be de ’s World h ave  le cture s on th e  last Sat-
urday of th e  m onth , at 12 noon. Th e  January 
29 th  le cture  is by M ich e lle  Brow n, Curator 
of Illum inate d M anuscripts, British  Library, 
and is on “Th e  contribution of We arm outh -
Jarrow  to th e  Lindisfarne  Gospe ls”. M ore  de -
tails, and future  program m e , at 
w w w .be de sw orld.co.uk

North e rn Arch ite ctural H istory Socie ty 
m e e ts on th e  th ird Tue sday of th e  m onth , in 
a le cture  th e atre  at th e  Unive rsity of Ne w -
castle . Th e  le cture  on January 18th  is on 
“Brance pe th  Ch urch  – afte r th e  fire ” by Ch ris-
toph e r Dow ne s, and on Fe bruary 13th , 
H e ntie  Low e  is talk ing about 19 th  ce ntury 
joine ry. Contact David H ide , 019 1 281 19 18 
for m e m be rsh ip q ue rie s.

North um be rland Arch ae ological Group 
m e e ts in Ne w castle  Arts Ce ntre . O n 12th  
January, Ch ris Burge ss, th e  North um be rland 
County Arch ae ologist, w ill be  talk ing about 
“Th e  arch ae ological im portance  of M artin 
M artin’s 169 0 tour of th e  H e bride s”. Contact 
Sh e ila Day, 019 1 258 2479  for m e m be rsh ip 
q ue rie s.

Future  Issue s
I w ould lik e  to m ak e  th is a re gular fe ature , 
and w ould be  glad to re ce ive  de tails of re le v-
ant le cture s be ing organise d for th e  se cond 
h alf of 2005, in good tim e  for th e  ne xt issue . 
It m igh t e ve n h e lp to pre ve nt a fe w  clash e s of 
date s – som e th ing th at h as h appe ne d only 
too ofte n in th e  re ce nt past.

Sue  Ward, Editor

I w ould be  ve ry glad to h ave  re ade rs ’ com m ents or sugge stions for th e  content of th e  Bulletin. I am  
also h appy to re ce ive  contributions from  m em be rs, but w ith  th e  w arning th at pre s sure  of space  
m e ans th at article s fre q ue ntly h ave  to be  drastically cut, de fe rre d, or droppe d altogeth e r. My 
addre s s  is  5 Goldspink  Lane , Ne w castle  upon Tyne , NE2 1NQ, ph one  019 1 232 29 68, fax 019 1 
222 1559 . E-m ail is  su e .w ard@ btinte rnet.com . Deadline  for th e  ne xt e d ition w ill be  May 27th  
2005 Th e  m ailing date  w ill be  June  29 th . Th e re  w ill also be  th e  u sual Spring m ailing, sch e dule d 
for 23rd March . Anyone  w h o w ants to h ave  an inse rt include d in e ith e r m ailing s h ould contact th e  
M em be rs h ip Secretary at th e  Black  Gate  in good tim e  be fore  th e s e  date s, for de tails of th e  
re q u ire m e nts.

FAREW ELL TO  OUR W EBM ASTER

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

A NOTE FROM  TH E EDITOR

Printe d in England by th e  Tyne side  Fre e  Pre ss, Ne w castle  upon Tyne




